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M, n, r, f, s, | represent sounds that may be prolonged, or voiced without a vowel sound. This makes them the easiest of
the consonant sounds to blend, and therefore the first to learn. If you have not read both prefaces and the "Suggestions to
Teachers" in the Appendix, please do so before proceeding any further.
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A a

Aa

dm

A is the first short vowel studied. Pupils can remember the sound of short a by isolating the initial sound of the word
apple. Pupils can now blend two letters to make the word am and use it in a sentence: / am (child's name).



Final Consonant Team: nk

ank ink onk unk
bank ink honk sunk
rank link bonk dunk
sank sink bunk
tank mink junk
pink
wink

Words ending in nk have short vowels only. Try to sound out bank phonetically (ban k) and you will hear that the nk
has a special sound. The letter n in these words has /ng/, and thus nk becomes /ngk/. Do not try to isolate or analyze this
sound for your pupil. Just pronounce and practice the endings ank, ink, onk, and unk correctly, and s/he will be able to
read these words.

48



Consonant Teams: ch and sh

ch ap
ch ip
ch at
ch op

ch eck
ch ick
ch ill

ch ink
ch unk

b ench
| unch
b unch
p unch

-~
)

h
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atch
atch
atch
atch
atch

itch
itch
itch
itch

otch
otch
utch

uch
uch
ich

sh

sh
sh
sh
sh
sh
sh
sh

sh
sh

ip
od
ed
ot
op
un
ut

ock
ell

Q.O(DB_

ash
ash
ash
ash
ash
ash

ish
ish
ish
ush
ush

There are four important h-teams: ch, sh, th, wh. These teams are phonograms for consonant sounds for which there is no
letter in our alphabet. Ch, sh, and th can be initial and terminal. Wh is an initial team only. Note: /ch/ after a short vowel is

usually spelled tch. (Such, much, and rich are exceptions.)
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